
OnCE AGAIN, MOTHER NATURE DEMONSTRATED HER FICKLE

side on Saturday, May 14th, at the fi rst ISOA offi -
cial driving event of 2011. Following several days 

of 80 temperatures, the weather turned unseasonably cold 
and sent many of us scurrying to rescue those sweaters 
and fl annel lined jeans that we hoped we had seen the 
last of, at least for a while. It also prompted a few Coventry 
Irregulars to leave their Triumphs behind and take more 
appropriate transportation on the 35-mile tour laid out by 
Jack “Spuds” Billimack through the far northwest suburbs. 

Still, ISOAers for 
the most part are a 
hearty bunch, and 
six Triumphs were 
parked in the lot of 
Alexander’s Res-
taurant at the inter-
section of Rt. 31 
and I-90 bright and 
early for the club’s 
spring “Breakfast 
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Run.” Nevertheless, the chilly temperatures did prompt 
each of the Triumphs to arrive with their hoods erect. Jack 
and Barb [TR6], Jack and Mary Lou Gleason [TR6], Rick 
and Sue Paulson [Spitfi re], Roman Hrynewycz [TR6], Jim 
Chodak [TR6], and Chuck Montague [Spitfi re] all drove 
their LBCs, while Kim and Bill Jensen, Jerry and Sandy 
Hurst, Tom and Pat Morgan, and I operated our daily 
drivers.
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rite of spring known and loved 
throughout ISOA-land as the 

“Tune-Up Clinic” took place in Wood-
stock at Mark “Silo” Fisher’s shop 
Saturday, May 7.  This workshop is the 
culmination of the preceding tech ses-
sions held over the winter months that 
dealt with carburetors and distributors.  
The method to the madness of these 
clinics is that by paying attention to 
carbs and ignitions, the attendees would 
be properly prepared to deal with the 
actual adjustments involved in a tune 
up, without having to probe deeply into 
the fuel or ignition systems. 
 The event, which dates back 
at least three decades, was held under 
cloudy skies, but  the overcast, cool 
weather failed to deter the 30 or so Cov-
entry Irregulars from participating. Host 
Fisher, now code named “Q,” proudly 
displayed the now famous James Bondo 
00 [TR] 7 LeMons race car to many of 
the club members in attendance. [See 
article on p. 7 for further details.] The 
congenial host also provided coffee and 

pastries to the clinicians starting around 
8:00 AM before assisting in address-
ing the various issues confronting the 
Triumphistae gathered in front of his 
offi ce.
 Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak 
assumed the role of general overseer, 
while Tim “Toolman” Buja provided 
assistance in marshalling, diagnos-
ing, and tweaking various and sundry 
Triumphs. Dave “Snake” Shedor and 
Mark Fisher also chipped in by sharing 
their fuel induction profi ciency to the 
assembly. One of the fi rst cars to receive 
attention was the recently acquired TR6 
of Bill Kolton. Jack Spuds Billimack’s 
new [at least to him] TR4A also got 
some attention, as did Mark “Painless” 
Hattenhauer, although Mark’s joy was 
short-lived since he experienced some 
“uneven” performance on the way 
home.

The clinicians ordered out for lunch 
around midday before returning to their 
various tuning tasks. By mid afternoon, 
the vast majority of the cars were run-
ning more smoothly and on their way 
home. Once again, the club is indebted 
not only to Mark for providing his facility 
for the club’s use, but also to Joe, Tim, 
and Dave for sharing their expertise to 
those of us lacking their know-how to 
help keep our beloved LBCs “purring.” 

Suds
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pastries to the clinicians starting around 
8:00 AM before assisting in address-
ing the various issues confronting the 
Triumphistae gathered in front of his 
offi ce.
 Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak 
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ISOA UPCOMING EVENTS

JUN. 4-5 SAT.-SUN.  CHAMPAGNE BRITISH CAR FESTIVAL - BLOOMINGTON [CHAMPAGNEBRITISHCARFESTIVAL.COM/]
 5TH SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 7-8 TUES.-WED.  9TH ANNUAL KASTNER CUP, LAGUNA-SECA RACEWAY - MONTERAY, CA
 15-8 WED.-SUN.  TRA NATIONAL MEET - FORT WAYNE IN [TRA2011.COM/]
 16-9 TH.-SUN.  ANNUAL VINTAGE SPORTS CAR RENDEZVOUS - FARGO, ND [BRITISHIRONSOCIETY.COM]
 18TH SAT.   ILLINOIS ST. ANDREWS SOCIETY HIGHLAND GAMES BRITISH CAR SHOW - ITASCA

 18TH  SAT.   BREAKFAST TOUR/CAMPOUT AT BLACKHAWK FARMS RACEWAY

 19TH  SUN.   WISCONSIN BRITISH CAR FIELD DAY - SUSSEX, WI
 24TH FRI.   DRIVE IN MOVIE NIGHT, CASCADE DRIVE IN THEATER - WEST CHICAGO.
 26TH SUN.   MICHIANA BRITISH CAR SHOW - SOUTH BEND IN [MICHIANABRITS.COM/ANNUAL_SHOW.HTM]

JUL. 3RD SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00] 
 8-10 SAT.-SUN.  BLONDERHILLFEST II, HARBERT, MI
 10TH SUN.   BARRINGTON CONCOURS - MAKRAY GOLF CLUB [BARRINGTONCONCOURS.ORG/]
 10TH SUN.   MAD DOGS & ENGLISHMEN BRITISH AUTO FAIRE, GILMORE CAR MUSEUM - KALAMAZOO, MI
 31ST SUN. 5:00 PM TCHAIKOVSKY SPECTACULAR - RAVINIA, HIGHLAND PARK

AUG.  7TH SUN.   UNION TRANSPORTATION EXTRAVAGANZA - UNION RAILWAY MUSEUM

 7TH SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 12-13 SAT.-SUN.  ROADSTER FACTORY SUMMER PARTY - ARMAGH, PA
 TBA    HEARTALND BRITISH CAR SHOW - DAVENPORT, IA
 17-21 WED.-SUN.  VTR CONVENTION - BRECKENRIDGE, CO.
 18-21 TH.-SUN.  OPENAIR CLASSIC - MADISON, WI
 26TH FRI. 7:00 PM ANNUAL ISOA WHITE TRASH NITE - SYCAMORE SPEEDWAY

 28TH SUN.   ORPHAN AUTO PICNIC - KENADALL COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

 28TH SUN.   GENEVA CONCOURS - GENEVA

SEPT. 4TH SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 11TH SUN.   BRITISH CAR FESTIVAL - OAKTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

 17TH SAT.   ALL BRITISH CAR AND CYLE SHOW - CREVE COEUR LAKE PARK, ST LOUIS, MO. 
18TH SUN.   CANTIGNY CAR SHOW - WHEATON

 22-5 TH.-SUN.  SIX PACK TRIALS - GALENA 
 24-25 SAT.-SUN.  LAKE GENEVA CAR SHOW - LAKE GENEVA, WI

OCT. 2ND SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 7-9 SAT.-SUN.  FALL CAMPOUT/FOLIAGE TOUR - CASPER’S, KANSASVILLE, WI

NOV. 6TH SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 TBA    CLINIC

DEC. 4TH SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
   TBA  2011 ISOA GO KART CHALLENGE III

ISOA UPCOMING EVENTS

ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

 The ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

dedicated to the enjoyment and preservation of TRIUMPH cars. Monthly 
meetings are held at Mack’s Golden Pheasant on North Ave and Rt. 83 in 
Elmhurst (X marks the spot on the map), on the fi rst Sunday of every month 
(unless otherwise announced). Meeting time is 7:00 PM (roughly), but come 
early, have a beer, and share some TRIUMPH BS with your fellow enthusiasts.

 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month prior to the general 
meeting. Everyone is welcome to attend the Board meetings. 

ISOA EVENTS CALENDAR
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A LITTLE BS FROM BS

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM

THE BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE

BY SNIC BRAAAPP EDITOR BOB STREEPY

IN THE SPRING 2011 ISSUE OF HAGERTY, HAGERTY, HAGERTY
a quarterly magazine for special 
interest car enthusiasts published 

by the insurance company of the 
same name, a survey of 25,000 car 
collectors revealed some disturb-
ing trends for car clubs. Their study 
showed:

•35% belonged to a local car club 
compared to 46% in 2006
•28% belonged to a national car club 
down from 34% in 2008
•13% participated in an online club or 
forum opposed to 14% in 2009
•49% did not belong to any club, up 
from 46% in 2008

 While data can be manipu-
lated through “creative” accounting 
methods, witness Enron for example, 
you don’t have to be the smartest guy 
in the room to see an alarming trend 
in these fi gures. Among serious car 
collectors who were willing to part 
with major money to participate in the 
hobby, 65% drew the line at parting 
with a couple of bucks to join a car 
club. Haggerty’s survey also reveals 
that the fastest growing reason more 
people joined a club was for legisla-
tive and regulatory advocacy [read 
lobbying], but clubs are really not 
really geared up to succeed in this 
domain.
 Most of us can probably 
connect the dots as to why car club 
memberships are declining by look-

ing at any Model A club. The “sell 
by date” of members who lust after 
cars that were cool in the 1940s has 
just about elapsed. As for cars built 
in the 60s and 70s, the handwriting 
is on the wall, assuming anyone still 
can read cursive. Why then has ISOA 
actually gained numbers over the last 
few years? Our group is certainly not 
immune from the aging process, and 
the number of people who recall Tri-
umph as sportscar is dwindling. [Has 
it really been three decades since 
the last TR8s were on the showroom 
fl oor?]
 Andy Mace, the editor of 
the excellent on-line collector car 
newsletter InterMarque Monthly, 
wrote an insightful editorial dealing 
with the Haggerty article. In his April 
issue, he suggests that younger [read 
under 40] LBC owners can fi nd tech 
tips, jokes, tours, car shows, etc, with 
the click of a mouse without having 
to pay a penny. He also adds that 
some clubs have suffered losses 
often due to self-destructive internal 
political bickering. His conclusion is 
that clubs that fl ourish offer tech ses-
sions that provide hands on [albeit 
greasy ones] that You Tube cannot 
match. ISOA is indeed blessed to 
have some of the most tech savvy 
Triumph gurus around. Anyone who 
has visited the Hampshire Quarter 
Horse and Triumph Ranch or the 
Silver Lake Triumph Centre knows 
that these guys know what they are 
doing, often more so than some of the 
proprietors of shops catering to LBCs 
The attendance at these functions is 
always strong, and the feedback is 
constantly positive.
 Aside from the practical 
appeal that club membership offers, 
there is also a visceral satisfaction 
that belonging to ISOA provides. The 
vast majority of folks in the club are 
damn good people and, consequently, 
fun to be around. It may sound trite, 
but I honestly believe that we cannot 
underestimate the camaraderie that 

ISOA provides. In addition, I know 
of no other club with its own band or  
could have pulled off the TTA proj-
ect, both of which would have never 
occurred if the participants couldn’t 
work well together under pressure. 
Currently, Mark Fisher and a group 
of Coventry irregulars are prepping 
a tired TR7 for participation in the 24 
Hours du LeMons circuit, and by all 
accounts, the group is having a ball. 
The club social calendar [Big Bash, 
Chili Party, Movie Night, White trash 
Night, etc.] is crammed with events 
that most of us look forward to each 
year.
 I have a theory, although this 
one does not involve a conspiracy, 
[unless you want to blame Steve 
Jobs and Bill Gates for the social 
disconnect that has become per-
vasive in modern society resulting 
from our dependency on technology.] 
Many people today would rather 
connect through cyberspace than 
face-to-face. We have members who 
regularly participate in the club email 
chat list, but seldom if ever attend 
meetings, even though they live in 
the area. I would suggest that they 
don’t know what they are missing. 
I readily admit that there have been 
occasional meetings where things 
dragged a bit, especially during my 
reign as chief executive, but by and 
large, the hour or two each month is 
something that many of us look for-
ward to, if for no other reason than to 
hang with kindred spirits and have a 
few laughs, often at someone else’s 
expense.
 ISOA may not be perfect, 
but it’s a damn site better than many 
car clubs as witnessed by our ever-
increasing membership numbers, 
and I’ll put my money, all $35.00 of it, 
in it each year that I’m still around.

Suds

MONTHLY MUMBLINGS

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

ROAMIN’ WITH ROMAN 

BY ISOA PRESIDENT

ROMAN HRYNEWYCZ

WOW! WHAT A DIFFERENCE A 
MONTH makes. Just to refresh 
your memory, last month 

I was pretty down over the missing 
circlip tool. More specifi cally, I was 
very disappointed with one unknown 
individual who may have absconded 
with the now infamous circlip removal 
tool. Other members were telling 
me that they could not believe that 
someone in this club would purposely 
take such a valuable asset. I, on the 
other hand, was more skeptical. I did 
not want to believe this, but I have 
known of similar instances with other 
organizations that I belonged to where 
petty larceny occurred. Last month’s 
column, however, apparently did the 
trick, and the errant tool was located! 
The person who had this tool [and 
whose identity shall forever be con-
cealed], came forward after reading 
last month’s SNIC BRAAAPP. He was 
completely unaware that there had 
been a frantic call through the e-mail 
list to scour every toolbox that had 
entered Steve Yott’s garage at the 
transmission clinic. He’s not on the 
e-mail list. As each day passed with-
out the return or news of this tool, my 
heart sank, and I began to question 
everything that I believed about this 
collection of individuals.
 As it turned out, this whole 
episode was very innocent. The 
unnamed individual had struck a bar-
gain with Steve to borrow said tool so 
that full-engineering drawings could 
be made and the tool duplicated. 
Steve agreed to this, but with all of the 

activity and commotion of that day, not 
to mention the cleanup that followed, 
it had slipped his mind.
This completes the tale of the lost 
circlip tool. Now that it has been 
returned, I do hope that Mr. Yott will 
continue to offer his expertise and the 
outstanding facilities in Silver Lake for 
more informative and practical techni-
cal clinics.
 Since this episode has been 
happily resolved, I now can move on 
to worrying about other things. You 
see, I seem to worry all of the time. 
It is just my nature. One of my big-
gest concerns at the moment is the 
same as many others are having, 
the price of gas. Being forced to pay 
$4.50 or more for a gallon of this 
stuff is absolutely ridiculous. I keep 
hearing reports on the news about 
how people are cutting back on their 
driving to save money. This is where 
my concerns lie. We are a car club. 
Driving is what we do. I look forward to 
those weekends that we get a caravan 
together to go to a car show, breakfast 
run or other event. I learned early on 
in my time with ISOA that attending 
a VTR convention is just part of the 
adventure; the drive to and from the 
show is equally important. My con-
cern is that the high cost of fuel will 
put a damper on our warm weather 
activities and not as many of us will 
participate. I hope I am wrong on this 
point.
 I was talking to a friend from 
another car club about this very 
subject. He also has this same con-
cern. We tried recollecting what the 
cheapest we had ever paid for gas 
had been. I remembered the circum-
stances behind my father’s acquisition 
of our family’s 1967 Cadillac. He had 
bought this car from his boss in 1969 
for the paltry sum of $600 because the 
boss’s wife didn’t like the car since it 
was the base model. He always hated 
that car because it was so big and had 
a cavernous gas tank that held more 
than 20 gallons. I recall how he would 

complain that it cost more than 5 complain that it cost more than 5 
bucks to fi ll the tank! Little did he think bucks to fi ll the tank! Little did he think 
that 40 years later you would only get that 40 years later you would only get 
a gallon for that same 5 bucks. 
Let’s keep them rolling as long as we Let’s keep them rolling as long as we 
can. I, for one, intend to attend as can. I, for one, intend to attend as 
many events as I can. I hope all of many events as I can. I hope all of 
you will, too.

ISOA TECHNICAL EXSPURTS

TR2     Al “Chromedome” Christopher
 773/233-2526

TR3 Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
630/773-4806

TR4         Pat “PowerBuldge” Lobdell
219/942-1263

TR4A/ Steve “Godfather” Yott
250/5A 262/997-0701

TR6  Jeff “Stalker” Rust
(Early) 815/874-5623

TR6 Irv “Elwood” Korey
(Late) 847/831 2809

TR7 Phil “Factor” Fox 
 630/662-7721

TR8 Tim “Tool Man” Buja
 815/332-3119

Spitfi re -   Joe “Stagmeister”Pawlak
[Early] 847/683-9683

Spitfi re - Bill “Mr. Bill” Jensen
[Late] 815/729-9731

GT6 Dave “Snake” Shedor
 847 566 0478. 

Stag        Joe “Stagmeister”Pawlak
 847/683-9683

Herald Jack“Spuds” Billimack
815/459-4721

Machinist Bob “Opera Man” Crowley
 630/319-7343

Electrical,  Joe “Stagmeister”Pawlak
Paint, Body,  847/683-9683

Dept. Revenue  Mike “Scooter” Johnson
Ombudsman  scooter5559@comcast.net
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RECENT EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST

 Following a fi ne breakfast, 
Jack held a brief driver’s meeting 
in the restaurant parking lot before 
the group headed off along some 
scenic two-lane roads through Kane, 
Lake and McHenry counties. He 
provided each driver with a detailed 
turn-by-turn instruction sheet and 
cautioned everyone to be wary of 
particular areas where law enforce-
ment takes a dim view of what they 
might perceive as a road rally.  We 
also reminded everyone that if the 
local constabulary should stop 
anyone, it was not prudent to make 
any disparaging remarks over the 
CB, lest the offi cer hear something 

that might result in the entire group 
getting detained. The tour mean-
dered along off-the-beaten path two 
lane black tops, at least as much as 
driving within minutes of numerous 
suburbs would allow on a Saturday 
morning, and lasted about an hour. 
In what was certainly an ISOA fi rst, 
no one got lost or separated from the 
group before arriving at the Small 
Wonders Micro Mini Car Museum 
in Crystal Lake. 

 The museum turned out 
to be an unexpectedly pleasant 
surprise for everyone in the cara-
van. Local microcar collectors and 
owner/curators , Ken & Sylvia Weger 
welcomed the group and allowed 
the participants to browse around a 
few minutes before Ken addressed 
the group. The museum not only 
contained dozens of cars on display, 

but also a wide array of automobilia, 
including tin toys, gas pumps, tools, 
and vintage signs. He defi ned his 
criteria for a micro vs. a mini car 
and explained the philosophy of 
the museum, which is to preserve 
these unusual cars for posterity.  
He also provided some background 
on the buildings before he took the 
group on a fascinating car-by-car 
tour of the main building. He offered 
interesting sidebars on each of the 
cars, and before anyone realized it, 
a couple of hours had passed and 
the ISOAers headed back to their 

cars to drive to the Cottage Restau-
rant for lunch. Jack had reserved a 
room for our group, and everyone 

enjoyed a leisurely 
meal together before 
heading back to their 
Saturday afternoon 
chores.
 Our collective grati-
tude goes out to Jack 
and Barb for organiz-
ing such a pleasant 
excursion and to the 
Wegers for open-
ing their museum 
for us. Despite the 
cold, damp weather, 
everyone agreed that 
it was a delightful 
morning culminating 
in a fascinating visit 
to an unexpectedly 
interesting destina-
tion.

Suds

continued from page 1

contained dozens of cars on display, room for our group, and everyone 

 Our collective grati-
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RACE BRAAAPP

LEMONS UPDATE
Text by Bob “Suds” Streepy

Graphics by the author

THE LEMONS RACER, VARIOUSLY 
known as Rusty Galore, James 
Bondo, and 00 [TR] 7, is near-

ing completion. The preparation, [not 
to be confused with a restoration] 
has been overseen by Mark “Silo” 
Fisher, and on May 10th, the car was 
offi cially accepted into the LeMons 
racing fraternity.  Mark was confi dent 
that any vehicle deemed one of the 
world’s fi fty worst would surely meet 
with approval from the entry judges. 
The car, which is scheduled to debut 
in combat on July 16th at Gingerman 
Raceway in South Haven, MI, is 
described by Mark as an “Ex Works” 
car in that it once worked. 

 The interior is now stripped, 
the top removed, oversized wheels 
installed, the a/c deleted, and the 
brake master cylinder replaced. A 
used Kirkey racing seat has been 
fi tted and the cooling system fl ushed, 
while the rotors have been resurfaced 
and cooling system has been pres-

sure tested. It has been fi tted with an 
electric fuel pump [used to keep the 
cost down]. 
 Mark estimates that the total 
cash outlay for non-safety upgrades 
is approaching $68.00, including the 
$1.00 purchase price of the car. 
 The wedge was started for the 
fi rst time in mid March, and Mark has 
posted a video on You Tube. 
 The car still has be fi tted with 
a roll cage before it is painted in a 

spiffy shade of “appliance white,” and spiffy shade of “appliance white,” and 
he hopes to have the “shakedown” 
process completed by mid May.
 It has been equipped with a 
new steering bushing and a beefed 
up 4-pot Wilwood braking system. 
Mark opined that he has always felt 
steering and braking were handy 
items, especially in a racecar.  Safety 
upgrades such as steering, brakes, 
and tires do not count against the 
$500.00 expense cap applied to 
LeMons entries. 
 In keeping with the James 
Bond theme, the TR will eventually 
be equipped with a rotating license 
plate, pedestrian squirters, machine 
guns, [inoperative - we hope?], rocket 
launchers, and an ejection seat. 
 The factory installed smoke 
screen feature will remain in tact, as 
will the stock oil slick feature. The 
piece de resistancé is the custom 
fabricated “gold fi nger” rear valence 
ornament designed by Mark Hatten-
hauer, who modeled his own digit in 
dentist mold plastic.

 The project has been a blast 
so far for the crew of merry prank-
sters who have thus donated their 
time to this project. The entire venture 
has been undertaken in a “not too 
serious” vein, in keeping with the 
original spirit of the LeMons series, 
not to mention the general attitude of 
ISOA. 

Suds
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FLASH BRAAAPP 1956

TRYING TRIUMPH’S TR-3

AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW, THE TR-3 
is not actually a new car. It is 
an improved version of the TR-

2 (road tested April, 1954), offering 
some very worthwhile refi nements 
without any major changes. The fact 
that the basic car remains the same 
is a credit to the Standard Motor 
Co., Ltd., of Coventry, and speaks 
volumes for the original design —one 
which has proved exceedingly sound 
and reliable both in normal driving 
usage and in competition.
 Before getting to the heart of 
the matter —performance—a run-
down of superficial modifications 
is in order. A very pretty fi berglass 
top is now available for $150 extra, 
which dresses up the looks of the 
car considerably (see cuts). There 
are improved side curtains, rigid and 
snug-fitting, with the window part 
made in two sections of plexiglass; 
the front half is fi xed, but the rear 
half slides forward for ventilation, 
and drafts are cut to a minimum. 
Below the window is a fl ap for arm Below the window is a fl ap for arm 

signals. Another optional extra is that 
all-important (to the family man) rear 
seat, which, though by no means 
spacious, is not as cramped as you 
might think. It can probably tip the 
scales in the Triumph’s favor for a 
lot of “borderline” potential buyers. 
For anyone who dwells in a commu-
nity such as Beverly Hills, where the 
constabulary carries noise meters 
and 90 decibels is the limit, it will be 
reassuring to know that the TR-2”s 
police-baiting exhaust rap has been 
toned down in the TR-3 without loss 
of its satisfyingly healthy note. Trim 
changes include a new grille, stain-
less steel beading along the fenders, 
and chromed hinges on the trunk lid 
and hood. Under the hood, improved 
carburetion and better port alignment 
account for an 11% increase in horse-
power. In performance, it is interesting 
to com-pare the TR-2 we tested two 
years ago (which had overdrive) with 
the present TR-3 (which did not). The 
former could reach only 95.9 mph in 
its standard 4th gear (3.70); in over-
drive (3.03 ratio) its best one-way run 
was 103.8 mph. The TR-3 achieved 
104.7 mph with the 3.70 ratio. This 
illustrates that the principal gain from 
higher bhp is more top speed—and 
little else. The TR-3 torque is given 
as 117.5 ft-lbs.— only one foot-pound 

more than before, i.e., less than one 
percent gain. Test weight, however, 
is up by about one percent, and since 
acceleration rate in each gear is 
dependent primarily on torque, there 
is no reason to expect better pick-up 
from the TR-3 than the TR-2. This is 
borne out by the test data in which 
the Tapley readings and acceleration 
times are substantially the same for 
the two cars.

 Factory fi gures indicate a 0-50 
time for the TR-3 of 8.0 seconds—0.3 
sees, better than our fi gure, which, 
as always, was achieved without 
recourse to “brutality.” The factory 
also lists top speed, sans overdrive, 
as 108 mph. Simply for the record, 
we note that our 0-50 time was based 
on acceleration from a standstill to an 
indicated 51.5 mph and on a 3-time 
average. Our top speed was the aver-
age of two runs, during the better of 
which the speedometer indicated 109 
mph with tach hovering at 5000 rpm. 
Odometer reading: 1225 miles. The 
3.70 ratio appears just about ideal 
for best possible top speed; 3.50 (not 
available) might give a little more, but, 
keeping in mind how hard to come by 
is every mph over 100, we sincerely 
doubt if the 3.03 overdrive will do any 
better.
 A further indication of per-
formance to be expected lies in a 
comparison of the standing 14-mile comparison of the standing 14-mile 

signals. Another optional extra is that more than before, i.e., less than one 

Murray Bruskin recently provided SNIC BRAAAPP with a large collection of vintage periodicals from SNIC BRAAAPP with a large collection of vintage periodicals from SNIC BRAAAPP

the 50s, 60s & 70s. Among them was the June 1956 issue of Road & Track which featured the Road & Track which featured the Road & Track
new TR3 on the cover, along with a road test. The lady in the cover photo is Dorothy Deen, the 
VP of Cal sales, the western distributor for Standard Triumph. The article from 1956 is below. VP of Cal sales, the western distributor for Standard Triumph. The article from 1956 is below. VP of Cal sales, the western distributor for Standard Triumph. The article from 1956 is below



9SNIC BRAAAPP JUNE 2011

FLASH BRAAAPP 1956
times—identical for TR-2 and 3. Per-
haps nowadays too much stress is 
laid on 0-60 times. Although the TR-3 
is fractionally quicker to 60, the “SS 
14” *s a better, fairer test. With it there 
is practically no chance for human 
error or “fudging,” and to shorten the 
quarter time by, say, fi ve tenths of 
a second takes quite a bit of doing. 
Incidentally, the acceleration plot 
indicates an actual speed of about 
75 mph at the end of the quarter, the 
same as in 1954.
 One highly commendable 
feature of the Triumph has always 
been the brakes, which have stood 
up well even in severe competition 
usage. This year they are even larger. 
Lining width has been increased, an 
especially good idea, since rubbing 
speed of large-diameter drums is 
an important factor in deterioration. 
Applying ten-inch brakes, such as 
on the TR-3, at 100 mph is equal 
to applying twelve-inch brakes on 
a similar car at only 82.5 mph, in 
terms of rubbing speed. (In these two 
examples, fpm at lining is 3510.)
 As usual, we ran the tests with 
top and curtains “up and found that 

in spite of the smoother contours of 
the plastic top, Tapley drag fi gures 
were the same as with soft top. 
Speedometer error was moderate, 
as speedometers go these days, and 
became less near the century mark 
as the tires began to expand. Since 
our TR-3 did not have overdrive, 
gas mileage, as might have been 

expected, aver-
aged about 2 mpg 
less than in the 
‘54 car. Fuel con-
sumption fi gures 
for the Triumph 
are,  neverthe-
less, very good by 
and large—much 
better,  in fact, 
than quite a few 
1500 cc cars we 
could name. , In 
strenuous maneu-
vering, steering is 
just about neutral 
(neither over- nor 
under-steer). If 
forced, the rear 
end breaks away 
first and can be 
easily controlled 
unless the break-
away is too fi erce, 
in which case the 
car  is  not  too 
forgiving. Under 
full throttle, the 
engine is per-
haps a little on the 
rough and noisy 
side, but there is 
no vibration, even 
on the over-run (a 
characteristic all-
to-often present 
with in-line fours). 
Where competi-
tion is concerned, 
little need be said 
in defense of the 
Triumph; it has 
proved itself a 
consistent winner 
in Class E production and manages 
quite a few “upsets” in Class D as 
well.
 The new version is a thor-
oughly likeable car, whatever the 
uses it may be put to. There are a 
long list of optional extras which can 
run the price up, but there, is hardly 
an American car-owner these days 

with the Triumph, at least, the extras 
really are optional. At its basic deliv-
ered price, the TR-3 offers a package 
so tempting that no tentative sports 
car buyer, bankroll notwithstanding, 
can afford to overlook it. 

who is not familiar with that pitfall, and 
with the Triumph, at least, the extras 



10SNIC BRAAAPP JUNE 2011

UPCOMING EVENTS OF IN“TR”EST

2011 TRials
September 22nd - 25th 2011, Galena, IL.

With Special Guest Performance by
The Spinal Tappets

August 17th - August 21st 2011

Sunday, August 28th
Kendall County Fairgrounds

June 5-6 - Bloomington, IL

Join your fellow Cinema lovers for a night 
at the movies on Friday, June 24th. We’ll meet 
for dinner at Augustino’s Rock and Roll Deli, 
300 West North Ave. at 6:30 before depart-
ing for the Casscade Drive-In, West Chicago

Join your fellow Cinema lovers for a night 
at the movies on Friday, June 24th. We’ll meet 
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June 15th- 18th 
Fort Wayne, IN.

Rendezvous 2011

After several years of enjoying the hospitality of the clubs that have hosted the Annual 
Vintage Sports Car Rendezvous, the British Iron Society is anxious to have the opportunity 
to show everyone a good time in the Red River Valley of the North.

The planning process for Rendezvous on the Red is well under way, and we  encourage 
you to check back to this site often as we post exciting details about next year’s event. 

We hope you will plan to join us June 16th, 17th , 18th, and 19th, 2011, for a great time in 
the Fargo, ND/ Moorhead, MN area. We look forward to your visit. Please use the  link 
below to access the 2011 registration form.

2011 Rendezvous Registration Form

A block of rooms are held for the British Iron Society at the Hilton Garden Inn-Fargo 
until May 16, 2011. The cost per room is $98 + tax. Contact  the Hilton Garden Inn-Fargo 
for reservations at 1-800-Hiltons. Mention the code RC1 or ask for Chris Barton if there is 
any trouble receiving the block room rate.

A schedule of planned events will be posted as soon as a draft is finalized.

British Iron Society
Driving British Iron in the Red River Valley

Rendezvous on the Red

http://www.britishironsociety.com/index_files/Page753.htm12/28/2010 11:57:53 AM

Sports Car 
Rendezvous
June 16-19 - 
Fargo, ND

UPCOMING EVENTS OF IN“TR”EST

September 11th, 2011
Oakton Community CollegeOakton Community CollegeOakton Community College

July 10th - Makray Memorial Golf Club, Barrington

June 19th -
Sussex WI

White TRash Night
Friday, August 26th, Sycamore Speedway

Saturday,
 September 17, 2011

Tschaikovsky 
Spectacular

Ravinia
5:00 PM

Sunday, July 31st

Mad Dogs & 
Englishmen 

British Auto Faire XXI
Sunday, July 10th,

Gilmore Car Museum
Kalamazoo, MI
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2011 ISOA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Roman Hrynewwcz
708/456-4327

rah_63@comcast.net

Vice President    Jay Holekamp
630/653-0610

jholekamp@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer/  Kim Jensen 
Regalia 815/729-9731

KimandBill76@sbcglobal.net

Secretary Peter Conover 
peter.conover@comcast.net

708/383-9160

Newsletter Bob  Streepy*
Editor 630/372-7565

trstreep@sbcglobal.net

Events Jack Billimack*
815/459-4721

jbillimack@comcast.net.

Membership/ Tim  Buja* 
Webmaster 815/332-3119

thebujas@comcast.net

Motorsports/ Irv Korey* 
Curmudgeon 847/831-2809

emanteno@comcast.net

Technical  Joe Pawlak* 
Coordinator/ 847/683-4184
Newsletter     stagfi re6573@foxvalley net
Publisher 

BCU Mike Blonder*
Reps Terri Underhill

*past president

Dear Editor,
 With top down 
season finally upon 
us, I wanted to share 
this cautionary tale for 
any Coventry Irregulars 
who may have been 
contemplat ing any 

“behind the wheel grooming.” I hope 
you will include this in Snake Barf as a 
warning to any would be distracted driv-
ers.

Tim “Gizmo” Mantel

Shaving and Driving Do Not Mix 

 By now I am sure that most 
of you have heard about the Florida 
woman who caused a two vehicle wreck 
because she was shaving her bikini area 
while driving. I guess that makes the time 
that you drove with your elbows while 
eating a Whopper seem virtuous. 
 Florida Highway Patrol Offi cers 
said that the car that Megan Barnes was 
driving crashed into the back of a pickup 
truck at about 45 miles per hour. Her 
reaction time was slowed down because 
she was too busy grooming her hoohah 
to pay attention to the road. Oh, like that 
has never happened to you? 
 Ms Barnes told the investigating 
offi cer that she was on her way to a date 
and “wanted to be ready for the visit.” 
 She wanted to look her best 
all over. Except, well, we’ve seen Ms. 
Barnes” mug shot, and she appears to 
have a face that would stop a clock and 
raise hell with small watches, bless her 
heart. To be blunt, I don’t think that a 
perfectly groomed love rug could pos-
sible make that much difference. 
 It could have been worse, I sup-
pose. She could have been waxing her 
bikini area as she drove along in her T-

bird(Yes, fun, fun, fun, til the po-lice took 
her T-bird awaaaaay)on those scenic 
bridges. Imagine the horror if she had 
tossed those used wax strips out of the 
window. The manatees might have tried 
to adopt them. 
 Hons, I’ve driven on this particu-
lar stretch of highway between Miami 
and Key West and it is fl at out beautiful 
with crystal blue water, gorgeous man-
groves and cloudless skies. Not once 
have I been so bored that I decided that 
I would rather drag a sharp blade over 
my nether regions just to have something 
to do. 
 There are so many “you might 
be a redneck if” elements to the story 
of Megan Barnes, but my favorite is 
that, while performing this extremely 
personal grooming ritual, she asked her 
EX-HUSBAND to steer the car for her 
so she could concentrate (Help me out, 
BUFORD, I’m going to make it look like 
a lightning bolt). What a guy. Not only 
did he hold the steering wheel so that 
she could concentrate on primping for 
her big date with ANOTHER MAN, but 
when the cops arrived, he tried to switch 
places and say that he had been driving. 
Trouble was, he had burns on his chest 
from the airbag that had deployed on the 
PASSENGER SIDE only. 
 To no one’s particular surprise, 
the Highway Patrol quickly discovered 
that Ms. Barnes did not have a valid 
driver’s license. Oh, and the day before, 
she had been convicted of DUI and driv-
ing with a suspended license. Oh, and 
her car had been seized and had no 
insurance or registration. Oh, and she 
was on probation. Oh, AND SHE’S A 
FLIPPING LUNATIC. 
 Albeit, an impeccably groomed 
one.

By Celia Rivenbark
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

Dear Mr. Gizmo,
 We here at SNICC BRAAPPP Towers 
have always taken our duty to inform our 
reader [s?] of personal hygiene informa-
tion very seriously, and we are delighted 
to do our part in the interest of “pubic” 
service.

Ed.

LETTERS TO THE EDITURD



13SNIC BRAAAPP JUNE 2011

MEETING STUFF

MAY MEETING NOTES
BY ISOA SECRETARY 

PETER “MAESTRO” CONOVER

THE MAY MEETING OF THE ISOA 
was called to order by Presi-
dent Roman Hrynewycz at 

7:04 pm. While promoting regalia 
sales, Roman mentioned that the last 
few remaining copies of the Spinal 
Tappets latest CD would be available 
for a $5 contribution to the tool fund. 
David Hickman, who has a ’76 TR-
6, was welcomed to his fi rst meeting 
even though he’s been a member 
for a year.
 Roman then made a general 
request for ideas for new and dif-
ferent future Club events to keep 
things fresh and vibrant. More than 
a few people responded that our 
Go-Karting events were worthy of 
repetition. Next, Roman reported that 
the Churchill Circlip Tool, reported 
missing at the last meeting in Snic-
Braaapp, and in various e-mails, had 
happily been located.
 In his Newsletter report, editor 
Bob Streepy reported that Triumph 
World magazine had contacted him, World magazine had contacted him, World
and wants to do a feature on the 
LeMons car.
 Speaking of which, in the 
ongoing projects segment of the 
meeting, Mark Fisher reported that 
work on the James Bondo LEMons 
TR-7 had been moving forward, and 
he hoped to have it driving by the 
Tune-Up Clinic. Plans are to enter it 

into the events in July at Gingerman 
and in October at Autobahn. In addi-
tion, Bob Streepy, Bill Jensen, Greg 
Reinart, Chris Smit, Lars Sullivan, 
Tim Mantell, Jack Billimack, and I all 
reported on progress/setbacks with 
our various projects.
 Kim Jensen reported that the 
Regalia department plans another 
run of Spinal Tappets “11th Gear” 
T-shirts, to be ready in time for the 
band’s scheduled performance at 
6-Pack in Galena this autumn.
 I then led a session on the 
subject of Restoration Strategies. 
Using my own varied experiences 
with different degrees of restorations 
– from the superfi cial to the extreme 
– I outlined some of the different 
philosophies one can take when 
contemplating a restoration.  The 
underlying principle is asking your-
self, “What do I want to get out of this 
project?” Since the dollar value of a 
car will rarely be what you put into it, 
we need to look for other goals and 
decide what is important to us.
 The recap of recent past 
events highlighted the Distributor 
Clinic. Co-coordinator (with host Joe 
Pawlak) Tim Buja reported that the 
event was well attended and that 
successful diagnoses were made on 
multiple members’ distributors. It was 
noted that following the tech session 
itself, using their new-found knowl-
edge, many members were able to 
do the work themselves – which is 
exactly the goal of these sessions.
  Jack Billimack went, as usual, 
through the lengthy list of upcoming 
events.
 In a departure from norm, Bob 
Streepy served as auctioneer, as a 
cache of items donated to the Club 
by Herb Crenshaw, including parts, 

books, and regalia, were sold off. All 
the items met successful bids, netting 
the Club $163.

 After a break, various mem-
bers presented items for sale or 
wanted: Dave Kayson has a TR-4A 
for sale; I have a set of MINI wheels 
and tires; Mark Fisher offered the 
luggage rack taken from the LEMons 
TR-7; and Steve Yott has available 
a TR-6 transmission with a J-type 
overdrive. Al Christopher is looking 
for the detent springs for a distributor 
(to which Steve Yott recommended 
checking with Moss Europe).  
 David Hickman won this 
month’s raffl e. Those of us who have 
been participating in the raffl e unsuc-
cessfully for years, if not decades, 
noted, ruefully, that he won at his very 
fi rst meeting.
 Mark Hattenaur was nomi-
nated for the Peter M. Roberts 
award by Mark Fisher for his regular 
attendance at LEMons car work ses-
sions and for bring tasty pastries; Bill 
Jensen was nominated by Greg Rein-
art for not talking during the meeting 
(an action which led directly to his 
winning the Boomer at last month’s 
meeting). By a wide margin, Mark 
won the award this month.
 There being no nominations 
for the Boomer this month, the meet-
ing was then adjourned at 8:45pm.

Maestro

ISOA MEMBERSHIP: Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional; you can  Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional; you can 
drive whatever you want. All you need to do is pay your annual dues of $35.00. (If you are a new 
member, add $10 one time signup fee, includes name badge and member kit) Your dues help cover 
the shipping and costs of the newsletter. Talk to a club member and join today! Be an ISOA’er. 

Send check to: Tim Buja, 1173 Butler Road, Rockford, IL  61108-4702
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CLASSIFIEDS & GENERAL INFORMATION

2011 ISOA Photo Contest

Now that winter is over, you’ve cleaned up your Triumph, and it’s really 
looking great. Why not snap a couple of high res. shots of your pride 
and joy and submit them to the newsletter for possible inclusion on “The 
Rear View Mirror,” and have it included in the 2012 club calendar. Send 
your graphic magnum opus to “trstreep@sbcglobal.net” Winners will 
receive a complimentary calendar [a major award!] and the unending 
gratitude of a desperate newsletter editor. Deadline is August 1st, 2011. 

Decision of the judges is fi nal, maybe...

Now that winter is over, you’ve cleaned up your Triumph, and it’s really 

Classifi ed Ads: The Illinois Sports Owners Association newsletter will accept classifi ed advertisements from 
members who wish to buy or sell Triumph cars, parts or miscellaneous related material. We will run ads, at no 
charge, for club members for ninety days. We also accept ads from non-ISOA private individuals who have cars, 
parts or related items that we deem of possible interest to our membership on a case-by-case basis. We do 
NOT accept advertising from commercial enterprises – even if those businesses are owned or operated by club 
members. If a Triumph related business hosts an event which we feel might be of interest to our membership, 
we will inform our readership of this occurrence, but this newsletter, its editors, and the board of directors do not 
endorse, recommend, or otherwise support, implicitly or explicitly, any commercial entity doing business in the 
Triumph-related domain. To place an add, please e-mail Bob Streepy at: trstreep@sbcglobal.net or call 630/372-

Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general 
meeting (birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)meeting (birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)

•Wanted: Triumph TR4A. Has to be a clean car, no projects.  
Wire wheels and overdrive would be nice. Call 773-659-9665 
and ask for Roy or call 773-936-7286 and ask for Tom [4/11[4/11[ -
Not an ISOA member]

•For Sale: New TR2-6 Rear Engine Mount, NewTR4-6 Outer 
Tie Rods, TR4/250 hood, TR4 frame/roller with rear suspen-
sion, diff and four wheels - Bob Streepy, trstreep@sbcglobal.
net, 630/263-7565 [4/11]

MEMBERSHIP COUNTS:
169 memberships - 229 members

Mary Kay Sheldon 6/02
Bob Hansel 6/05
Jill Vacek 6/06
Doug Campbell 6/12
Bob Erickson 6/13
Cori Costello 6/13

Terri Anderson 6/16
Matt Harkis 6/20
Frank Cartwright 6/22
Deb Fortune 6/30
Denny Cappetto 6/30

the 90’s. 
near perfect. New 

Robbins top. Weber carb and 
header. Monza exhaust. $7,000. Tom 

•For Sale: 1979 Spitfire 1500. Blue. 
45k miles. Runs terrifi c. Res-
toration done in 
Interior 

 1979 Spitfire 1500. Blue. 

Sold
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“TR” CHIVE CLASSIC GRAPHICS

ISOA ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB

 You can always get the latest news directly from the ISOA web site:
 http://www.snic-braaapp.org 

 To subscribe to the ISOA electronic mailing list email thebujas@comcast.net
 Your userid and password is only for the membership roster that we keep on the website. 
Each ISOA member must logon to the site with his/her own nickname and password to gain 
access to the “Members Only” material.

ONLINE ROSTER ACCESS INFO
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JACK & BARB BILLIMACK TAKING “VICTORY LAP” IN 1963 HERALD [AKA - PUFF]
AT ROCKFORD SPEEDWAY AT 2005 VTR CONVENTION

c/o Bob Streepyc/o Bob Streepy
850 Kent Circle850 Kent Circle
Bartlett, IL 60103Bartlett, IL 60103

THE REAR VIEW MIRROR

JACK & BARB BILLIMACK TAKING “VICTORY LAP” IN 1963 HERALD [AKA - PUFF]


